
 
 
 

Purchase Soundtrack: http://smarturl.it/CelloSoundtrack 

 

1 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

 

LOS ANGELES -- Hannoah Entertainment announces the new film, 

Cello, a 20-minute live action short dramatic motion picture about one 

man's battle with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) and the choices 

he faces, starring renowned soloist and cellist Lynn Harrell in his acting 

debut. Written and directed by Angie Su, the Oscar® nominated 

composer Randy Kerber wrote the original motion picture soundtrack 

and title song, “Remember Me,” lyrics by Glen Ballard, and sung by 

multi-platinum winning recording artist Lara Fabian. The film’s entire soundtrack, 

distributed by Varèse Sarabande, is available on all digital retail platforms including 

iTunes. Produced by filmmakers Alexander Craven and Helen Nightengale, the film will 

be accessible everywhere on demand later this year.  

 

Cello follows Ansel Evans (Lynn Harrell), a master cellist who has been diagnosed with 

ALS, a progressive disease that affects nerve cells in the brain and the spinal cord. As 

his condition worsens, Ansel makes the decision to minimize the physical and emotional 

suffering for himself and his loved ones that culminates in a stirring farewell symphony 

concert.  The cellist’s playful young ten-year-old granddaughter (Samantha Desman) 

ponders the inevitability of her grandfather’s condition and what it means to suffer in a 

world she doesn’t yet understand.   

HANNOAH ENTERTAINMENT, LLC 
454 9th Street | Santa Monica, CA | 90402  

Contact: Eisner Public Relations 
carol@eisnerpr.com or  
jennifer@eisnerpr.com 

(310) 839-1400 
www.cellomovie.com 

Facebook 
@CelloTheMovie 

 

WORLD ACCLAIMED CELLIST LYNN HARRELL STARS IN NEW FILM 
“CELLO” 

Varèse Sarabande distributes full-length soundtrack  
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Cello epitomizes the emotional link a classical music performer has with their chosen 

profession -- and what happens when they can no longer play.  

 

The story asks the heartbreaking question, what to do about prolonged suffering and 

how to contend with loved ones whose grief parallels the desire to end one’s life on 

one’s own terms.  

 

The film’s writer-director Angie Su, 28, says, “After I watched my own grandfather in 

China trapped in one room with a debilitating disease wasting away, I wondered, what 

was it like to slowly strip one’s life?  Who makes those end-of-life decisions? The 

patient? The family? How much pain and suffering must one endure? My film addresses 

agonizing decisions,” says Su.   

 

Lynn Harrell, who plays the main character, is the 10-time 

nominated and two-time GRAMMY Award® winning cellist who 

was drawn to the character, concept and story of Cello. “My 

parents died when I was in my teenage years.  I gravitated to my 

cello for consolation. The cello was a savior to me -- and it’s very 

much the case as the same character I play in the film,” says 

Harrell. “If it wasn’t for that box of wood I don’t know what I would 

have done with my life.  If I could not play, I’d be a basket case, just like Ansel, the 

character I play in the film, Cello.” 

 

Harrell, known for his talent and graciousness and beloved by major orchestras around 

the world, is also the recipient of the Piatigorsky Award, the Avery Fisher Prize and the 

Ford Foundation Concert Artists' Award and numerous other prizes and honors.  
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Cello was executive produced by Hannoah Entertainment, founded by Helen 

Nightengale. A violinist by profession, Nightengale was immediately drawn to the script 

when she discovered that a casting call had gone out for a cellist. “Music is the soul of 

my own creativity and when I read the screenplay, I contacted Angie Su and our 

professional filmmaking relationship was born.” Hannoah Entertainment is currently 

developing additional music-driven motion pictures and projects that link musical artistry 

with visual images.  

 

Randy Kerber, who wrote the film score for Cello, was nominated for 

an Oscar® for Best Original Score for the motion picture, “The Color 

Purple” and a GRAMMY Award® nomination for his arrangement of 

“Over the Rainbow” for Barbra Streisand. Kerber continues to be an 

active player and studio keyboardist, composer and orchestrator, who 

has worked on over 800 motion pictures including “La La Land” as 

keyboardist, “Titanic,” “A Beautiful Mind,” and “Harry Potter I, II, & III.” The piano in 

“Forrest Gump” which features a feather floating in the wind, was played by Randy 

Kerber. The celeste theme in “Harry Potter” composed by John Williams, is also played 

by Randy Kerber. He brings his immense experience and talent to Cello with a 

perspective that only someone who has worked with the greatest film composers can. 

 

Emmy® winning conductor, orchestrator and arranger William Ross, who has worked 

on films like “Star Wars” and “Forrest Gump,” and who has many more television and 

film credits, adapted the Edward Elgar piece, Cello Concerto in E minor, Op. 85 created 

for the main character played by Lynn Harrell in Cello. The result, “Ansel’s Elgar,” is 

one of the exceptional musical moments of the motion picture, an authentic four-minute 

contemplative adaptation of the classical piece.  
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“We went to great lengths to adapt the piece for the main character’s intentional swan 

song,” states Executive Producer Helen Nightengale. “‘Ansel's Elgar’ is a beautifully 

conceived adaptation from the brilliant composer and arranger, William Ross, and 

brilliantly performed on-screen by cellist Lynn Harrell.”   

 

Vocalist Lara Fabian sings Kerber’s original poignant title song, “Remember Me,” 

released by the preeminent soundtrack label Varèse Sarabande. 

 

“From the first moment I heard the title song, ‘Remember Me,’ every word and every 

note resonated,” says Lara Fabian, who has sold over 20 million records worldwide, and 

is considered one of the world’s top female vocalists.   “The song interconnects in the 

most poetic way, one question: How do we want to live the rest of our lives when we are 

affected with a disease like that? I think that’s entirely personal.  And not to be judged 

any way, shape or form. It’s extraordinarily cruel to witness someone who is not able to 

even touch you anymore,” says Fabian, who has a family member with ALS. 

 

Cello is currently making the festival circuit in the U.S. and abroad.  The film has been 

preselected to be screened at the Rome Film Festival, Film Independent, and the 

Louisville International Festival of Films, among many others -- including a festival in 

Vancouver in December 2017.  

 

The film premiered in Los Angeles in September 2017 and continues its unveiling in 

time for numerous film festivals throughout the U.S. and abroad.  

 

Fundraising for Cello is active through the Utah Film Center, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization that inspires and engages diverse audiences to initiate conversation and  
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community building through curated film exhibition, educational programs, and artist 

support through the powerful and efficient medium of film. 

 

Storyline:  
Olivia knows there is something wrong with her grandpa. He has been slowing down 

and unable to play his cello. In fact, master cellist Ansel Evans has been diagnosed with  

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS). As his body shuts down, he makes the difficult 

decision to minimize the suffering for his closest loved ones by planning a farewell 

concert. But this decision won't be an easy one to explain to Olivia. 

 

Tags: Classical music, classical crossover, acoustic, independent film. indie film, 

French Pop, Live Action Short, Soundtrack, Randy Kerber, Lynn Harrell, film score, 

cellist, cello, cello player, ALS, Angie Su, Chinese filmmaker, Utah Film Center, studio 

musicians, Helen Nightengale, William Ross, Samantha Desman, death with dignity, 

terminally ill 

 

Purchase CELLO Soundtrack album here: http://smarturl.it/CelloSoundtrack  

Watch Music Video with Lara Fabian:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MiTFBE-HM14 

 About the Music in CELLO 

https://www.cellomovie.com/music/ 

 

Visit Website:  

www.cellofilm.com 
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HANNOAH ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS  

CELLO 

WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY ANGIE SU 

A TWO SEAS MEDIA CO-PRODUCTION 

Live Action Short  

 

Drama, Runtime:  20 min 

Cast: 
LYNN HARRELL AS ANSEL EVANS 

SAMANTHA DESMAN AS OLIVIA 

JENNIFER NOVAK CHUN AS ERIN 

 

Crew: 
ANGIE SU 

WRITER & DIRECTOR 

 

ALEXANDER CRAVEN and HELEN NIGHTENGALE 

PRODUCERS 

 

HELEN NIGHTENGALE, HAO-JER CHANG and PATRICK BRODERICK 

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS 

 

RANDY KERBER 

COMPOSER 

 

AUSTIN SERR 

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY 
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ALEXANDER CRAVEN and HELEN NIGHTENGALE 

PRODUCERS 

 

SCOTT NYSTROM 

PRODUCTION DESIGNER 

 

HOWARD HEARD and ALEXANDER CRAVEN 

EDITOR 

 

WILLIAM ROSS 

CONDUCTOR & ARRANGER 

  



 
 
 

Purchase Soundtrack: http://smarturl.it/CelloSoundtrack 

 

8 

 
 

Cello takes a unique approach to 

incorporating music into the core of the 

narrative. This is the story of a maestro who is 

losing his ability to commune with what he 

loves most in life: playing his cello. Director 

Angie Su carefully researched and 

collaborated on creating a story which 

incorporates an authentic representation of 

the classical music world and the connection a 

performer has with the written music.   

Composer: Randy Kerber 

Title Song: “Remember Me” Written by Randy 

Kerber and Glen Ballard (Lyrics); Sung by 

Lara Fabian distributed by Varèse Sarabande  

 

“Ansel's Elgar” is a beautifully conceived 

adaptation from the brilliant composer and 

arranger, William Ross, performed on-screen 

by cellist Lynn Harrell.   

WATCH the music video here: 

http://bit.ly/2gr0sFH  

Track Listings 
1. A Choice to Be Made (5:30) 

2. I Remember (:29) 

3. Hide and Seek (1:22) 

4. You Okay? (1:13) 

5. Remember Me (featuring Lara 

Fabian) (3:15) (Title Song) 

6. ALS / Flashback (1:24) 

7. Ansel's Fall (:49) 

8. Ansel's Elgar featuring Lynn Harrell 

(3:44) 

9. The Letter (1:14) 

10. It's My Decision (:35) 

11.Their Journey (3:33) 

12.Forever (1:11) 

13. It's Your Choice (:49) 

14.Hide and Seek Suite (3:16) 

15.Letting Go (1:27) 

16.End Credits Instrumental (3:12) 

17.The Life of Ansel Evans (6:03) 

About Cello Music 
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Complete Orchestral Score on Digital and CD Available 

on Varèse Sarabande. Purchase through online retailers (Amazon) and all digital retail 

platforms. 

 

Photo Credit:  Dan Goldwasser (www.scoringsessions.com)  

For more information and additional credits, go to www.cellomovie.com  
 
Interviews and Photos by Request: 
Carol Eisner  
Eisner Public Relations 
(310) 839-1400(office) 
(310) 413-3991 (cell)  
Carol@EisnerPR.com 
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